[image: image1.emf] 

 

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.wmf]




                                                                             



THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 8				05/06/2012			Issue 19





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Yet even when our sins are inadvertent, in most cases we still have some personal responsibility. It often happens that we're more ignorant and weak than we ought to be, given the time and opportunity God has granted us to grow (Hebrews 5:12). The person who pleads with the Lord, "But I didn't know better," may hear Him say, "You would have known better if you'd had the desire to learn. You didn't grow because you didn't want to grow!"


All things considered, we need to adopt David's attitude toward sin: "Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; . . . Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer" (Psalm 19:12-14). There is no sin that isn't dangerous, and the sooner we learn better and do better, the better we'll honor God.





There are two causes of sin. Either we don't know what�we ought to do or we refuse to do what we know we should.�The first cause is ignorance. The second is weakness.


Augustine of Hippo





(Word Point – Gary Henry)





    My good friend, Jon, works at the local mall.  He is always finding religious tracts lying about that people have left. When Jon finds a really good one, he shares it with me.


    The other day, Jon handed me one that was a classic.  It was entitled, “He would have ridden on a Harley.”  There is no church or other religious associations listed on the tract.  I do not know the source of this tract.  The author’s name is omitted.  It is a very short tract (only 7 sentences).


    It reads: “Jesus the Biker—He was a lot like you and me.  The government didn’t like him.  The church thought he was weird.  His friends were few.  What friends he had, denied him.  He was persecuted by hypocrites.  He hung around people like you and me, not the goody-two-shoes Pharisees.”


    “Yes, if Jesus were on this earth in the flesh he would be next to you on his Harley telling you he loved you . . . enough to die for you.”


    I got the impression this tract must have been written by a member of a motorcycle club or a biker association.  Jesus the biker.  He would ride a bike because he was different.  He would do this to make a statement.  He would be associated with the outcasts of our society.  Interesting, isn’t it?


    Indeed, would Jesus really ride a Harley hog if He were here today?  There is no question that Jesus was different in His time.  He rocked the established traditions of the Jews (Matthew 15:8-9).  He associated with people that most other Jews would not be seen with.  John 4 tells us that He talked with a Samaritan woman (4:9). One of His chosen was a publican.  


�





never a parent, but being a mother or father is not displeasing at all to God.


    One thing I do know, and that is that Jesus would not have been a lawbreaker.  The Bible tells us that Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15).  As His followers, we are to obey the laws (Romans 13:1-4).  He would not do things to draw attention to the flesh of man, but by His words and His manner of life He would attract people to His Father.  Is it any wonder, then, that the Bible leaves us with no details as to the physical appearance of Jesus?  It is the inner beauty that we are to behold and to cling to.


    Jesus is with us today, the Bible says.  And whether one lives in America or Africa, he must serve God and, using the principles of the Bible, make the wise choices as to his appearance and manner of life so that he not only pleases God but can also point others in that direction.  As Christians, we ought to be different than most others in our world.  We should stand out and attract as a light does (Matthew 5:16).  But this illumination comes about by living according to the Bible, not by doing some wild and radical thing.


    Our faith should not demand putting Jesus on our terms, making Him like “one of the boys.”  Rather, we must put ourselves on His level, in His world.


    Jesus on a Harley?  No, but I do know one thing that Jesus was on—the cross of Calvary.


___________________________





What man is he that feareth Jehovah? Him shall he instruct in the way that he shall choose. His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the land. The friendship of Jehovah is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant. 	(Ps. 25: 12-14)


		





Jesus on a Harley?


By Roger Shouse








 He was criticized for being the friends of sinners (Matthew 11:19).


   But what made Jesus different was His teachings, His morals, His miracles, His fulfillment of prophecy and, above all, who He was, the Son of God. He did not draw attention to Himself by His clothing.  He was radical, not because he wore an ear ring, and hung out with the wild and rebellious, but rather because He taught all men that they were sinners and that they needed the salvation of God.  Jesus did not avoid the religious.  He had several discussions with the leading Jewish teachers of His day.


    Recently in Indianapolis there was a motorcycle trade show at the downtown Convention Center.  The show was forced to close early because rival motorcycle gangs got into a large fight.  The newspaper reported that after the police cleared the mob and made several arrests, that they confiscated several knives and handguns.  These gang members were indeed different.  They represent the rebellious, the lawless, the godless of our area.  Now, not all Harley riders are this way, but the phrase “Jesus the Biker” sure leaves this impression.


    One could speculate all day what Jesus in 2012 would do and have.  Would He ride a Harley or be seen driving a BMW.  Would He write with a nice Mont Blanc pen or a common Bic?  Would He live downtown or have a condo in the suburbs?  Would He wear a tie each day or just dress in blue jeans?  Would Jesus play golf or would He be into racquetball?  Would Jesus be a fan of opera or would He like rap?  There is no end to such thinking.  And because we cannot “see” Jesus doing some of these things does not mean that they are wrong in themselves.  Jesus was 








Sins of Ignorance, Sins of Weakness


“For we all stumble in many things”.


James 3:2


Even when we're sincerely committed to God, there are times when we fail to do His will. We "stumble," as James said, or in Paul's words, we are "caught" or "overtaken" by sin (Galatians 6:1). We try to be perfect, but we fall short.


Ignorance. We don't know enough of the truth to act truthfully all of the time. There are blind spots in our vision and gaps in our understanding; none can deny it. So Paul, for example, prayed for the Colossians: "that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will . . . that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work" (Colossians 1:9, 10).


Weakness. Peter, James, and John knew better than to go to sleep while the Lord was praying in Gethsemane, yet they did so. Without excusing their error, Jesus was sympathetic: "The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak" (Matthew 26:41)


There is a third possibility, of course, and that is rebellion. If we know what we should do and we deliberately refuse to do it, the reason is not so much weakness as it is defiance. To do this is to do something described in the Scriptures as being extremely serious (Hebrews 10:26, 27). We dare not reject God so boldly. Yet even when our sins are inadvertent, in most cases we still have some personal responsibility.                                Cont. on Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Debbie Adams’ mother;  


Donna Simmons; Rhetta Roy’s father Jim 


Bittle; Heather Rogers’ brother;


Donald Andrew, Carolyn’s brother in law


Jessica Redd at the death of her father


All of our expecting mothers:  Alex Bowman


Stephanie Adams. 


________________________________________





If you are interested in attending a men’s


  monthly bible class see the sign up sheet       in the foyer


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Wallis Hampson        


 Song Leader----Lloyd Jackson


Lord's Supper---Sam Adams


   Asst. 1-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 2-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 3-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 4-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 5-----Carlos Pineda


2nd Prayer---Cliff Wiggs


Read Scripture---Ross Statham


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Zachary Rogers 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Chase Shaffer


Song Leader---Roger Pink


2ed Prayer---Preston Jackson


Read Scripture---Zachary Adams


Sermon---Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Sam Adams


Announcements—Steve Huff


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Adam Kreis


 Invitation---Anthony Lynch


 Closing Prayer---Clay Bowman





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














